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FROM THE BOARD

Thank you friends! Due to your incredible generosity, Children’s Law Center
of Minnesota (CLC) continued to provide high quality zealous advocacy for
hundreds of vulnerable children within the child protection system
throughout the year.

2015 witnessed tremendous changes to the child protection system across
Minnesota. Due in large part to recent statutory changes made in response
to the recommendations of Governor Dayton’s 2015 Task Force on

Protection of Children, along with increased staffing at the counties, the
number of children entering the child protection system increased dramatically over previous
years. This has created a significantly greater demand for CLC services.

Thanks to the tremendous generosity of our donors and pro bono volunteers, along with the hard
work and commitment of staff, CLC was successfully able to rise to this challenge and represented
the largest number of clients over a 1-year period in program history (663)—double the number of
clients served in 2010.

In 2015, the CLC Board of Directors also engaged in the strategic planning process, establishing a
plan that creates a near-term sustainable model for the program. Under this plan, CLC will focus on
direct legal representation for youth in foster care within the metro area. While we will continue
working with youth outside the metro area, CLC will not actively pursue expansion into greater
Minnesota until we have reached sufficient capacity to keep up with the increased demand for our
services in the metro area. To achieve this capacity, CLC will attempt to secure new sources of
funding from the counties/state. At the same time, we will continue to work with the Legislative
Task Force on Protection of Children to improve the laws and policies of Minnesota’s child
protection system, which will have a statewide effect.

We are only able to meet this enormous demand and provide these essential services to at-risk
vulnerable youth because of the amazing support from our exceptionally dedicated volunteers and
charitable law firms, businesses, foundations, and individuals who understand the importance of
legal representation for abused and/or neglected youth within the child protection system, and the
major positive impact it has on youth in the present and throughout the rest of their lives.

Sincerely,

Thad Johnson
2015 President
CLC Board of Directors



ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER OF MINNESOTA

Each year, CLC provides hundreds of abused and neglected youth with trustworthy, high quality
legal representation, helping them navigate the child welfare and foster care systems. With a
dedicated corps of volunteer pro bono attorneys, we help improve and stabilize the lives of
foster care youth—kids who might otherwise be at serious risk of homelessness, school failure,
substance abuse, incarceration or a lifetime of dependence on public assistance.

Our mission is to promote the rights and interests of Minnesota’s children in the judicial, child
welfare, health care, and education systems.

Our vision is that foster care youth will have:

o straightforward and immediate access to effective services

o the support they need to overcome trauma and make a smooth transition to adulthood
e meaningful connections with trustworthy adults

e asense of empowerment and control over their own futures

« stability, hope, and opportunity.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

CLC is pleased to report on program activities, highlights and results
over another successful year delivering well-informed, professional
representation and advocacy for vulnerable youth within the child
protection system.

In 2015, we experienced an increased demand for our services at rates
never before seen at CLC. While in many ways this stems from land-
mark changes to the child protection system, it is also a testament to
the extraordinary value of CLC services, recognized and appreciated by
people entrenched within the system, including county attorneys,
judges, guardians ad litem, social workers and most importantly, our
clients.

We are so grateful for the support of our many friends enabling us to meet this increased demand
and continue providing these vital services for vulnerable youth, including our dedicated team of
pro bono attorneys, donors, board members, staff, and a host of other volunteers and interns
who support our mission in so many ways. Many thanks to you all!

Sincerely,

Lilia Panteleeva, Executive Director



2015 Direct Representation Statistics
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THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

o Provided direct legal representation to 663 youth.

o The youth that CLC represented in 2015 included 51 high school seniors,
34 of whom graduated during the year (67 percent). 70 percent of the
graduates are enrolled in post-secondary programs and 70 percent are
employed. (Compare to national averages for foster care children exiting
care: 31 percent have graduated high school, 10 percent have enrolled in
post-secondary programs and 47 percent are employed).

o Recruited and trained 61 new volunteer lawyers to represent CLC’s
clients bringing the active volunteer attorney roster to 291.

o Reached more than 900 attorneys, teachers, law students, legislators,
social workers and others through outreach and training sessions on
topics including the importance of legal representation for foster care
youth, laws regarding children aging out of foster care, collateral
conseqguences of juvenile delinquency records, breaking the cycle of
poverty, and the school to prison pipeline.

It 1s so important for these
kids to have access to legal
services, because if they

don’t, their voices aren’t
heard.

-CLC Volunteer Attorney




THANK YOU!

We are grateful to the following generous donors who contributed to CLC in 2015

3M

3M Foundation

Sue Abderholden

Judith A. Albrecht

Weida Allen

AMC Theatres

Eric Anderson & Janalee Aurelia
Robyn Anderson

Archie & Bertha Walker Foundation
Cooper Ashley

Association of Corporate Counsel — MN
Chapter

Todd Axtell

Bakken Family WRC Foundation
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Katie and Norm Barrett Wiik
Daniel and Caroline Beckman
Virginia Bell

Ashley Bennett Ewald

Frank and Carol Bennett

Rebecca Bernhard and William
Bukhovsan

Lori Berrehan
Best & Flanagan LLP
Bigelow Foundation

BlueCross BlueShield of Minnesota
Foundation

Angela Bohmann & Jonathan Riehle

Richard Bohr & The Honorable Gail
Chang

John Bowden
Bowman & Brooke
Vadim and Irina Braginsky

Joseph and Elizabeth Brama

John A. & Linda L. Breviu

Briggs and Morgan

Briggs and Morgan Foundation
Ryan & Kendra Brodin

Richard Brody and Margaret Flynn
Amiri Brotherson

Bryant Lake Bowl

Cafe Latte

Andrew Carlson

Mark J. Carpenter and Ann Kraemer

Michelle Lee Chalmers and Jill
Rusche

Charlson Foundation
Maria Christu

Ciresi Conlin LLP
Melissa Collins

Amy and Jim Conway
Coup D'Etat

Robert and Teri Crosby
Curtis L. Carlson Family Foundation
Laurie Ann Cylkowski
Annamarie A. Daley
Michelle Dawson
Amos Deinard

Kathleen Erickson DiGiorno &
Vincent DiGiorno

DLA Piper LLP

Natalie and Sergey Dobkin
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney LLP

James R. Dorsey

DTI Global

Jing Du

Ecolab

John F. Eisberg

Lilian Ejebe

Elizabeth and Brian Dillon
Elizabeth C. Quinlan Foundation
John and Amelia Engberg

Brad Engdahl and Patricia Layton
Larry D. Espel

Excelsior Brewing Company
Faegre Baker Daniels

Faegre Baker Daniels Foundation
Charles Field

Bruce A. Finzen

Fish & Richardson

Caren Fitzgerald and Todd Mitchell
Timothy John Flynn

W. Anders & Angela Folk

Ivan Fong

James L. Forman

Roma Foti

Fox Rothschild LLP

David & Margo Fox

Bill and Judy Franke

Thomas Fraser

Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Carole & Roger Frommelt
Kermit and Christine Fruechte
Lisa and William Fulton

Gaskins Bennett Birrell Schupp LLP
Richard Gehrman

John W. Getsinger

Robert Gilbertson



Roy S. Ginsburg

Barbara L. Golden

David Gotlieb

Duana J. Grage

Michelle Grant

Gray Plant Mooty Foundation
Greenberg Traurig LLP

The Honorable Myron Greenberg
Greene Espel

Virginia Greenman

Polly Grose

Guthrie Theater

Jon M. Gutzmann

Greg Haase and Bridget Ahmann
Catherine McGraw Haffa
Carolyn Ham

Ann Marie Hanrahan

Kent Harbison

Judy Hardebeck and Bill Cherne
Hardenbergh Foundation
William Hefner

Carrie Hefte

Gerald Thomas Hendrickson
Peter Hendrixson

Hennepin County Bar Foundation
Jessica Hern

Rachel Herrmann

Hogan Lovells

Holiday Stationstores, Inc.

The Honorable Kathleen A. Blatz & Mr.
Wheelock Whitney

Andy Horstman
Hotel Ivy

Maren Hulden
Michelle Huntley

Frances G. Iverson

James R. Thorpe Foundation
Suzanne Janse-Vreeling

John & Denise Graves Foundation
Jeremy Johnson

Lindsay Johnson

Marlene Johnson

Thad & Suzanne Johnson

Scott Johnston

Junek Family Fund

David Kantor

Karin Keitel and Dave Nuckols
Marlene & Thomas Kayser
Becky Kelly

Jessica Erin Kerr

Salima Khakoo

Lisa R. Kiesel & Adam Backstrom
Luanne Koskinen

Paul and Monaya Krause

Sara & Mark Kronholm

J J Kuhn

Kyatchi

Raymond Lazar

Legal Services Advisory Committee

(LSAC)

Alexander and Lena Lekah
Robert Leonard

Steven and Ellen Lepinski
Sharon Lewis

Tina Liebling and Mark Liebow
Lindquist & Vennum, P.L.L.P.
Francis C. Ling

James M. Lockhart

Barbara & Steven London
James J. Long

Paul Lucke

Stephen Lucke

Amy Luedtke
Luther I. Replogle Foundation

Katherine MacKinnon & Michael Mor-
row

Connie MacKrell

George & Maureen Mahowald
Linda K. Maki

Malkerson Gunn Martin LLP
Mall of America Management Office
Kateri Mancini

Mardag Foundation

Thomas R. Marek

Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand LLP
Karen & Leroy Maunu

Elaine and Peter McGillivray
Medtronic, Inc.

Claudia Melo

Merchant & Gould

Meritage

Amelia Franck Meyer

Mark Meyer

Susan Mielenhausen

Sonny Miller

The Honorable Laurie Miller
Minnesota State Bar Foundation
Minnesota Timberwolves & Lynx

Jessie Rosenthal Mischke and Sam
Mischke

Shannon Mitchell
Julia Morgan
Cynthia A. Moyer
William E. Mullin
Mystic Lake Casino
Kristen Nelson
Seth A. Nielsen
Richard Nigon



Nilan Johnson Lewis, PA.
Michael Nilan

Ann Novacheck

Michael Nowotny

Daniel Oberdorfer
Elizabeth R. Odette

Kristin M. Olson

Vivian Orey

Otto Bremer Foundation
Lilia Panteleeva

Paper Patisserie

Jessica & Justin Passaro
Justin Perl

Diane Simerson Peterson
Debra Pexa

Katie Pfeifer

James Pielemeier

David B. Potter

David E. Probst

Jim & Nancy Proman

R.F. Moeller Jeweler
Denise Rahne

Ramsey County Bar Foundation
The Honorable Jane Ranum
Akshay Rao

Melissa Raphan

Red Stag Supperclub

Jim Reece

Karen Reierson

Marianne Remedios
Richard Pins and Heather Price Pins
Robins Kaplan

Ross Orenstein & Baudry LLC
Kathleen Smith Ruhland
Saint Paul Athletic Club

Saint Paul Foundation

Marian E. Saksena

Michael Sampson

Thomas P. & Sheva Sanders
Jean M. Sanderson

Karen A. Schaffer

The Honorable Heidi Schellhas
Joanne Schneider

The Honorable Gary Schurrer & Lynn
Schurrer

Schwegman, Lundberg, Woessner,
P.A.

Science Museum Of Minnesota
William Seeley
Christopher Shaheen

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community

Shannon Mitchell

Benjamin Shaw

Tom Sheran

Eric R. Sherman

Elizabeth Short

Dimitry and Tatyana Simelgor
Gregory and Lena Simelgor
Karin E. Simonson

Bonnie Skelton

St. Paul Academy and Summit School
Ivan and Nina Starchook
Libretta and Matthew Stennes
Leo G. & Christine Stern
Floyd and Mary Lou Stewart
Stinson Leonard Street

Surly Brewing Co.

Stephen D. Swanson

John A. Taft

Jan Gibson Talbot

Karen Tarrant

Jon & Lea Theobald

Thompson, Coe, Cousins & Irons
LLP

William & Linda Thompson
Thomson Reuters

Michael Tschida

William Umscheid
UnitedHealth Group

Henrik Van Lengerich
Theresa Van Riessen

The Honorable Mary Vasaly

Anna Vaynerman and Michael
Shishkin

Richard L. and Lynn J. Voelbel
Kristin Boetticher Walker
Walling, Berg & Debele, P.A.
Warren Foundation

Wendy Watson

Esther Wattenberg

Whitney Foundation

James E. Wilkinson II1

Ben and Rimma Winnick

Pat Yoedicke

Chris Zaetta

Mitch E. Zamoff

Zelle LLP

Paul G. and Elizabeth Zerby

Jason Zucchi

Thank you also to the
many dedicated
volunteers who donate
their time and expertise
to help safeguard the
rights of youth and
ensure that their voices
are heard.



CLC wishes to extend our gratitude and sincere appreciation to the Association of
Corporate Council (ACC) - Minnesota Chapter for organizing the fantastic spring
2015 Casino Royale Gala to benefit CLC! Many thanks!!

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER OF MINNESOTA

21st ANNUAL BENEFIT AND CELEBRATION
THURSDAY OCTOBER 13th, 2016, 5:00 pm

Windows on Minnesota / IDS Center, Minneapolis

Client success story: DW was a young girl when she was removed from her mother’s

home. Although she was adopted, she and her brother were later removed from the
adoptive home while a younger sibling remained. She then spent much of her high
school in an unstable foster home before landing in the home of a loving and stable
foster parent her senior year. During all of these transitions, DW’s CLC attorney
remained the only constant as DW’s social worker, guardian ad litem, and foster parent
all changed during her time in foster care (in some cases, more than once). From
helping DW locate the resources needed to live independently to filing the paperwork
necessary to modify DW'’s birth certificate to remove her adoptive parent’s name, CLC
worked with DW to make sure her voice was heard. We are now happy to report that
after graduating high school, DW is on track to graduate from college with a degree in
criminal justice-all while working nearly full time. She has become a self-reliant and
resilient young woman through her hard work, determination, and unwavering
commitment to a better life. CLC feels very fortunate to have shared in her journey.



